Sectors of Employment

Employment is classified into 4 sectors.

PRIMARY SECTOR: The part of the economy that grows or extracts raw materials. 
Raw materials: An unprocessed, natural product that is often used to manufacture.
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SECONDARY SECTOR: The part of the economy that is concerned with the manufacturing and processing of goods. They use raw materials from the primary sector either directly or indirectly.
Manufacturing: The making of goods on a large-scale using machinery.
Directly: When raw materials are used directly to make a new product. E.g. coal, iron ore and limestone are used to make steel.
Indirectly: The steel is used to make a new product e.g. a car. 
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TERTIARY SECTOR: The part of the economy that provides services. People may pay directly for a service e.g. paying a private tutor. Alternatively, using money taken indirectly from tax, a government can provide public services e.g. education, health.
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QUATERNARY SECTOR: The part of the economy that provides information services, such as computing, ICT, consultancy, research and development, and financial services.
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ACTIVITY: Match the types of employment shown in the picture below to the correct employment sector from above. The first one has been completed for you.
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Changing employment structure as a country develops
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ACTIVITY: Using the graph above, describe the changes that happen to the 4 sectors due to economic development. The primary sector has been completed for you.

CHANGES TO THE PRIMARY SECTOR:
Primary employment drops with economic development from around 70% in less developed countries to around 5% in Higher Income Countries.

CHANGES TO THE SECONDARY SECTOR:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CHANGES TO THE TERTIARY SECTOR
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CHANGES TO THE QUATERNARY SECTOR
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Growth of the Quaternary Sector- Silicon Valley
In recent decades, hi-tech industries have fueled the growth of the quaternary sector. Silicon Valley, to the south-east of San Francisco in the US state of California, is a key location for global hi-tech companies.
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Hi-tech describes industries and companies that are involved in advanced, modern, cutting edge technology.

Involvement in the Hi-Tech sector often involves the making or use of silicon chips, semi-conductor devices and machine learning. It can also include companies linked to the digital economy such as software design, internet related business, biotechnology, and aerospace. A large proportion of revenue is often reinvested in research and development.

Silicon Valley is one of the richest areas of the United States, with wages many times higher than the national average.
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Apple Park, Apple HQ


ACTIVITY: Choose one of the companies based in Silicon Valley. Use the internet to research the company and complete the overview table below.
	COMPANY:



	WHERE IS THE COMPANY LOCATED WITHIN SILICON VALLEY?





	WHAT BUSINESS IT IS INVOLVED IN:



	WHY IS IT LOCATED IN SILICON VALLEY?





	NAME 3 JOBS THAT PEOPLE WILL DO WITHIN THE COMPANY IN SILICON VALLEY:


	HOW IS THE COMPANY LINKED TO THE PRIMARY SECTOR?






	HOW HAS THE COMPANY GROWN IN RECENT YEARS?


	HOW IS THE COMPANY LINKED TO THE SECONDARY SECTOR?






	
	HOW IS THE COMPANY LINKED TO THE TERTIARY SECTOR?








Geographical Skills: Using triangular graphs
Triangular graphs are graphs with three axes instead of two, taking the form of an equilateral triangle.

The axes are always divided into 100 and therefore represent percentage. 

From each axis, lines are drawn at an angle of 60º. They help you to plot the data accurately.

Triangular graphs are useful for showing if one of the three factors is more dominant than the others. They are also effective at demonstrating changes over time.
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Let’s plot the data for Malaysia:
	1991

	GNI per Capita PPP ($)
	Primary (%)
	Secondary (%)
	Tertiary (%)

	6530
	27
	28
	45


	2017

	GNI per Capita PPP ($)
	Primary (%)
	Secondary (%)
	Tertiary (%)

	27200
	11
	27
	62



1991 worked example:
Firstly, find 27% on the primary sector axis. Use the lines running along the axis to guide you.

Secondly, find 28% on the secondary sector axis. Use the lines running along the axis to guide you.

Add the dot where the 2 lines intersect. Because the graph is a breakdown of 100, the dot should now match to 45% on the tertiary sector line.

Your turn:
Do the same for 2017.

ACTIVITY: Use the data provided to complete the triangular graph for countries 6 to 10 for 2017.
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	1991
	2017

	Country
	GNI per Capita PPP ($)
	Primary (%)
	Secondary (%)
	Tertiary (%)
	GNI per Capita PPP ($)
	Primary (%)
	Secondary (%)
	Tertiary (%)

	1.SINGAPORE
	21970
	0
	35
	65
	90570
	0
	16
	84

	2.USA
	23730
	3
	25
	73
	60200
	2
	19
	79

	3.UNITED KINGDOM
	16990
	2
	31
	67
	42560
	1
	18
	81

	4. MALAYSIA
	6530
	27
	28
	45
	27200
	11
	27
	62

	5. SAUDI ARABIA
	28490
	8
	25
	67
	54700
	6
	23
	71

	6. CHINA
	990
	55
	27
	18
	16700
	18
	26
	56

	7. BRAZIL
	6510
	27
	20
	53
	15200
	10
	21
	69

	8. INDIA
	1120
	64
	15
	21
	6980
	43
	24
	33

	9.D.R CONGO
	296
	86
	7
	7
	457
	82
	11
	7

	10. NIGER
	560
	75
	7
	18
	990
	76
	8
	16





ACTIVITY: Use the completed triangular graph to answer the questions below:
Pattern: What have been the general changes between 1991 and 2017?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which country’s employment sector profile has changed the most? How do you know?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which country or countries have seen the least change? Why do you think this is?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Changing employment structure within one country: Malaysia
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ACTIVITY: Use the information below to complete a stacked bar graph to show the employment structure in Malaysia in 2019:

2019:
PRIMARY: 11%
SECONDARY: 27%
TERTIARY:62%

ACTIVITY: Describe the changes in Malaysia’s employment structure between 1970 and 2017:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggest possible reasons for the changes in Malaysia’s employment structure:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Stacked bar graphs to show the changes in employment structure in Malaysia (1970-2019)
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Pie charts to shows changes in exports in Malaysia (1970-2019)

2019

1970

Natural Rubber

31%
Minerals (oil/gas

Wood Products
21.7%

Wood products

1.4%

5.7%

Minerals (oil/gas

Plastics and rubber





image1.png




image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




