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Engineering an Empire—“Byzantine Empire” 
 
 

1. Who do the Byzantine people consider themselves to be ? 
 
 

 
 

2. Constantinople was founded as a Christian Empire? 
 
 
 
 

3. Would you consider Constantine to be a dictator?  Why? 
 
 
 
 

4. How did the rulers after Constantine solve the water problems of 
Constantinople? 

 
 
 

5. Draw a picture of an Aqueduct below. 
 
 
 
 

6. How big was Constantinople size-wise compared to the rest of the known 
world?  Population? 

 
 
 
 

7. What happened in 410AD in Rome?   
 
 
 

8. Why would the barbarians want to attack Constantinople? Who invades? 
 
 
 

9. How do the Byzantines keep out the Huns? 
 
 



 
10. Why did Constantinople survive for so long? 

 
 
 

11. Why was Constantinople so wealthy?   
 
 
 

12. When did the Western half of the Roman Empire officially fall? 
 
 

13. Who came to power in 527AD in Constantinople? 
 
 

14. He ruled during what age in the Byzantine Empire? 
 
 
 

15. What was the problem with Justinian’s wife? 
 
 
 

16. What kind of ruler is Justinian towards his people? 
 
 
 

17. What would the Hippodrome be compared to in Rome? 
 
 
 

18. Why did the Nika Riots occur? 
 
 
 

19. When Justinian tried to flee, what did his wife do?  What did he do?  How many 
died? 

 
 
 

20. What was so special about the Hagia Sophia? 
 
 
 
 

21. How far did the Byzantine Empire stretch by the end of his reign? 
 



Name:  _______________________________________       _________ out of 100 writing points 
Mr. Russell 
Global 9 
Date:_________________________________________   
 

Byzantine Empire DBQ 

 
Directions –  

Answer the questions for each document in the space provided.  When all questions are answered, 
use all the documents to write a short essay about the topic provided. 

 
 
Document 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. By looking at this map, what can you tell about the city of Constantinople? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Document 2 

 

The following are the precepts of the Law:  to live honestly, not injure another and to give to each one that 
which belongs to him. . . The Answers of Jurisconsults are the decisions and opinions of persons upon 
whom has been conferred authority to establish laws; for it was decided in ancient times that the laws 
should be publicly interpreted by those whom the right to answer has been granted by the Emperor. . . 
 The emperor Justinian, Corpus Juris Civilis [Justinian’s Code] 

2. What does this passage tell you about the way people were treated in the Byzantine Empire? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Document 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
3. These are pictures of the Catholic Church, Hagia Sophia, which was built in Constantinople in 537 by 
 the Emperor Justinian.  What what can you tell about the role the Byzantines played in preserving 
 Greek and Roman culture? 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Document 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Based on the map above, why is the location of the Byzantine Empire influenced by not only Rome 
 and Greece but by Islam as well? 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________



Document 5 

 
 
 
 

 
 
5. These are examples of art from the Byzantine Empire.  What does it tell us about the importance of 
 christianity to the people of the Byzantine Empire? 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
Concluding questions: 

If you were to grow up in the Byzantine Empire, what do you think your life would be like?  Use all 5 
documents to discuss how your daily life would be.  Think about your average day today, school, job, 
parents, and so on.    
 
This is a creative essay, so a formal introduction and conclusion are not necessary.  You may use the 
first person. 
 
Use the back of this page to write your response. 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Islamic Empire 
Directions: 

Use your textbook, read pages 263 - 279 to answer the following questions.  You will not receive any 
points for information copied directly from the book. 

 
Define the importance of the following discoveries.  Tell me why you think this term is important. (5 
points each) 
 
1. the Hijrah – The Hijrah was important because ____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. A mosque – A mosque is important because ______________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. the astrolabe – The astrolabe was important because ____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
4. Shari’ a – The Shari’s is important because 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5. astronomy – Astronomy was important  because  ____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Use the readings listed above to answer the following questions (10 points each):  

 
6. Where did the Islamic Empire begin?  What role did this kind of geography play in the development of the 

Islamic Empire? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



7. What role did a caliph play in Islamic society? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Two major groups of Muslims began to emerge in Islamic society, the Sunnis and the Shi’ites.  What are the 
two major differences between these two groups? 

 
1. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
9. What role did trade play in the Islamic Empire? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
10. What were three specific (medical, mathematical or scientific) developments made in the Islamic Empire? 
 

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
11. Why did the Islamic Empire preserve Ancient Greek and Roman books?  Why is it important that these books 

were saved? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
12. What influence do you think the Islamic Empire had on the development of Medieval and Renaissance Europe? 

(15 points) 
  

Your opinion 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence 

1. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. __________________________________________________________________________________________ 



  
1 
Where was the Islamic Empire located? 
 
 
 
Middle East, Northern Africa and Spain. 

 
2 
What was the most honored profession in 
the Islamic Empire? 
 
 
Merchant 

 
3 
What is a caliph? 
 
 
The leader of their religion and of the Islamic 
Empire 
 

 
4 
How did the Muslims treat conquered 
people? 
 
 
 
They were accepting of other cultures 
 

 
5 
What was the difference between Sunni 
and Shi’ite Muslim beliefs? 
 
Sunni believed a caliph should be chosen by a 
council of people. 
Shiites believe that only decedents of Muhammad 
should become caliph. 
 

 
6 
How did the Islamic Empire contribute to 
the success of Europe between 1000 and 
1600? 
 
Europeans used the Islamic ideas and made them 
better for more success. 

 
7 
What did the Islamic people do with 
Ancient Greek, Roman and Indian 
writings? 
 
 
They preserved them and put them into libraries. 
 

 
8 
Why were there no pictures of people or 
Allah in Islamic art or Mosques? 
 
 
Use of images is forbidden by the Qur’an. 

 
9 
Where did the Muslims get inspiration 
for their architectural designs? 
 
 
 
The Byzantine Empire 

 
10 
From what ancient civilizations did the 
Muslims get a majority of their inspiration 
for philosophy, mathematics, medicine and 
astronomy? 
 
Ancient Greece, Rome and Indus River Valley 
 



 
11 
How did the tools the Muslims developed 
for astronomy affect the rest of the 
world? 
 
 
Astrolabes were the tools used by explorers such as 
Christopher Columbus and Vasco De Gama. 
 

 
12 
How were the hospitals set up in the 
Islamic Empire? 
 
 
 
They were very similar to today.  They had 
emergency rooms and were open all the time. 

 
13 
What two great mathematical 
achievements did the Islamic Empire 
pioneer? 
 
 
Arabic Numbers and algebra 
 

 
14 
What kind of artistic contributions did 
the Islamic Empire offer? 
 
 
Calligraphy, geometric design, & Arabesque. 

 
15 
What did the scientists and doctors of the 
Islamic Empire do to help encourage 
continued learning? 
 
They put all their knowledge into books and created 
large libraries 
 

 
16 
 

 
17 
 

 
18 
 

 
19 
 

 
20 
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Directions: 

Use the class time to do this reading and answer the questions at the end.  You must turn this into 
Mr. Russell before you leave.  You do not have to answer the questions with complete sentences. 

 

Ming Dynasty 
The Ming dynasty 
began in 1368, and 
lasted until 1644 
A.D. Its founder 
was a peasant, the 
third of only three 
peasants ever to 
become an 
emperor in Chin

He is known as Hongwu Emperor, and led the revolt 
against the Mongols and the 

a. 

Yuan Dynasty. H
constantly worried about conspiracies against himself, 
and despite the many moral homilies he gave, favored 
violence in dealing with any one suspected of plotting 
against him or associated with the conspirators. The 
capital was originally located in Nanjing but the third 
emperor moved the capital to Beijing. 

e was 

As a result of his peasant origins, Hongwu created 
laws that improved the peasant life. He kept the land 
tax low, and kept the granaries stocked to guard 
against famine. He also maintained the dikes on the 
Yellow and Yangtze Rivers. However, economically 
he lacked the vision to push trade. He supported the 
creation of self-supporting communities and, in a 
typically Confucian viewpoint, felt agriculture should 
be the country's source of wealth and that trade was 
ignoble and parasitic. 

While retaining the Confucian view that being a 
merchant is an inferior occupation, Hongwu discarded 
the belief that military too was inferior and developed 
a militant class that ranked higher than any civil 
servant. Maintaining and having a strong military was 
important because, even though the Mongols had been 
defeated, they were still a threat to China. The name 
Hongwu means Vast Military and reflects the 
increased prestige of the military. 

A great cultural development of the Ming Dynasty 
was that of the novel. These novels developed from 

the writings of Chinese story tellers. As a result, they 
were written in the everyday language, not the 
language of the nobility. Also, they were divided into 
chapters at the points where the storyteller would have 
stopped to collect money. Some of the best known 
novels of the Ming Dynasty are still read today. 
Wood-cut and block-printing of art also became more 
popular at this time. The main market for these prints 
came from the people who had recently moved into 
the cities from the country areas. Porcelain production 
and diversification occurred. Blue and white porcelain 
became the normal form, but experimentation in two 
color and even three color porcelain began. 
Encyclopedias were written containing important 
information from a variety of fields, such as 
geography, music and medicine. Dictionaries were 
also written; the one that had the most influence on 
the future was written in 1615 A.D. and reduced the 
number of signs for 
Chinese characters to 
214, as opposed to 
the 540 plus signs of 
previous 
dictionaries. 

Another 
accomplishment of 
the Ming was the building of the Great Wall. While 
Great Walls had been built in earlier times, most of 
what is seen today was either built or repaired by the 
Ming. The brick and granite work was enlarged, the 
watch towers were redesigned and cannons were 
placed along the wall. 

From the very beginning of the Ming Dynasty, money 
was a problem. At first, paper currency was used. 
However, Hongwu did not understand inflation and 
gave out so much paper money as rewards that by 
1425 A.D. the currency was worth 1/70 of its original 
value. This led to a return to the use of copper coins. 
The government did not make enough coins and 

http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/china/later_imperial_china/yuan.html


counterfeiting became a problem. At this point, the 
provinces were required to mint their own coins. 
Unfortunately, some of them added lead to the coins, 
which depleted their value. Due to the abundance of 
counterfeit coins, their value again declined. This coin 
problem was amplified by an increasing need for 
money due to the growth of trade. 

Although merchants and trade in general were looked 
down upon, China had established sea routes that were 
used for trade with Japan and south Asia. Starting in 
1405 A.D., Zheng He began a series of seven naval 
expeditions that went as far as the east coast of Africa. 
These trips followed established routes and were 
mainly diplomatic. The last of these voyages was 
completed in 1433 A.D. At this point, China was far 
ahead of the rest of the world in naval capabilities. 
Their ships could carry as many as 500 men. 

However, after the last voyage was completed none 
were ever again attempted. In fact, records of the trips 
were destroyed and shipbuilding was restricted to 
small-size vessels. As a result, China's coast was 
frequently attacked by pirates. 

As in previous dynasties, internal power struggles 
eventually led to the downfall of the Ming Dynasty. 
Groups formed among the eunuchs and the nobility 
that worked to gain sole power and place one of their 
leaders as emperor. Weak leaders were overpowered 
and children were often placed on the throne who had 
no control over their empire. At this time, the Manchu 
were also beginning to attack Chinese cities that 
existed in Manchuria, eventually gaining control first 
of the whole of Manchuria and then in 1644 over 
China, thus beginning the Qing Dynasty. 

 
Adapted from http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/china/later_imperial_china/ming.html 

 
 
Questions:  (use a separate sheet of paper and stable to reading if you will not have enough room to write) 
 
1. What was the role of peasants in during Ming Rule? 
 
 
 
2. What was the least important occupation of the Ming Dynasty in China? 
 
 
 
3. What were three important achievements of the Ming Dynasty? 
 
 
 
4. What was the problem with money in the Ming Dynasty? 
 
 
 
5. Who was Zheng He and what was his mission? 
 
 
 
6. We have studied several other time periods that have many similarities to the Ming Dynasty.  

Below list the civilization and then the similarity that you see. 
 
 ___________________________  ____________________________________  

Civilization        Similarity 
 
 ___________________________  ____________________________________ 

Civilization        Similarity 

 

http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/china/later_imperial_china/qing.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/china/later_imperial_china/ming.html


Name:  _______________________________________       _________ out of 100 homework points 
Mr. Russell 
Global 9 
Date:_________________________________________       Due _____________________________ 
 

Ming Dynasty 
Directions: 

Use your textbook, read pages 536 – 541 to answer the following questions.  You will not receive any 
points for information copied directly from the book. 

 
Define the importance of the following discoveries.  Tell me why you think this term is important. 
(10 points each) 
 

1. Zheng He – Zheng He was important because ________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. Matteo Ricci – Matteo Ricci was important because ________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
3. the Forbidden City – The Forbidden City was important because _______________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
4. improved crop production – Improved crop production was important because ______________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Use the readings listed above to answer the following questions (10 points each): 
 

5. Why did Zheng He travel so far away from China? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. What was China’s feeling towards foreigner during the Ming Dynasty? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 



7. Why was agriculture able to improve during the Ming Dynasty? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
8. How were the arts affected by the rise and power of the Ming Dynasty? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
9. What were the factors that lead to the downfall of the Ming Dynasty?  Do you think that the Ming 

emperors could have acted differently to keep their power?  Explain your answer. (20 points) 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
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